






The themeof the first Christmasissue2024 is ñSilentNight-

Holy Nightò. Peoplelive in thewar-zoneswith variouscrisisandfears.

They long for the endof warsanda peacefulliving. Christmasseason

is a time thatannouncesglory to Godin thehighestandpeaceon earth.

May the story of Jesusôbirth inspire us to becomethe instrumentof

peace.

Every Christian is a missionary by baptism. To awaken our

missionaryzeal the four Pontifical Mission Societiesare: 1) Pontifical

societyfor the proclamationof faith, 2) the Pontifical societyof holy

childhood, 3) the Pontifical society of St. PeterApostle and 4) the

PontificalmissionaryUnion. Thesesocietiesinvite usall: bothchildren

andadultsto supportthe missionsof the churchand to promoteholy

vocationthroughprayer,sacrificeandcontribution.

This yearwecelebratetheHoly Jubileeyear2025. Thethemefor

the jubilee year is ñThepilgrims of Hopeò(Romans 5:5). The

FranciscanCapuchinsare the missionariesof Hope to the pilgrim

churchin thegulf of Arabiasince1950.

This is the first stepof thedigital magazine. Wishing you all the

readersa Merry Christmasand Happy New year 2025. May Jesus

inspireusto bethemissionariesof PeaceandHope.

Fr. Marcus Fernandes,OFM.Cap.

Delegate of Missio-Avona to PMS

The missionof the Apostolic Vicariateof the

NorthernArabia is titled as Missio-Avona. Missio-

Avonawith theblessingsof theOur Lady of Arabia

begins its first maidenquarterly digital magazine.

Through this magazine we will try to provide

information regarding: the topics of the Liturgical

Seasons,Evangelization,the Pontifical missionary

societies,Missio-AvonaôsactivitiesandFormation.
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Silent Night, Holy Night

Silent Night, the mostbeautifulandsoothingcarol, is once

again around the corner, reminding us of heavenlypeace. This

Carol songwas written by Fr. JosephMohr, a young priest from

Austria (1816). After the horrors of the long Napoleonicwars

(1803-1815), he admiredhow beautiful and peacefulthe night in

his Austrianvillage hadbeen. This waswhat inspiredhim to write

the ever-famousChristmascarol, the hymn that, up to this day,

brings people peaceand comfort from above. The young priest

wrote the lyrics and played the guitar himself and sang this

beautiful song along with Franz Xavier Gruber, the music

composerof the hymn. This carol wasperformedfor the first time

in 1818 on ChristmasEve in St. Nicholas Church in Oberdorf,

Austria.

Sincethatday,theworld lovingly embracedthesongandhas

won millions of heartsover the years. It hasseveralrenditionsand

hasbeentranslatedinto morethan300 languagesandis a staplein

churches,towns,shoppingmalls, and soon. It is equally loved by

peopleof all ages,grown-ups, youth, and children alike. It was

evensungon thebattlefieldof the first world war in 1914duringa

shorttruceon ChristmasEve. The GermanandBritish troopssang

in one voice, "Silent night, holy night, all is bright, all is calm."

And as they sang,the nationsstood still and united. It had the

powerto hold everyonetogetherin peaceandharmony.
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We are in the 21st centuryandour warscontinue,it creates

fear in the lives of the people, it has robbed the peaceful

atmospherein the families and in social life, it hasparalyzedthe

integral growth of each individual. The hope and future of our

children in the war zone is woundedby knives, bullets, bombs,

missilesand mostly by our weaponof pride to be powerful have

destroyedthe other. Our childrenôsmemoriesare chaotic ones.

Pleasecanyou stopandreflectandexchangepeaceto your brother,

family, nationandworld. Are you afraid to love andto heal?May

shalom[peace]be with you. Let everyoneexperiencethe silent

night- holy night without fearandwar asexperiencedby Fr. Joseph

Mohr in his village aftertheendof thewar.

This Christmaslet us takea minute to thankGod for all the

blessingshehasbestoweduponus,big andsmall,andpray for the

little onesall aroundthe world crying for help. May God fill our

heartswith peaceandput an endto all the battles,the oneswithin

usandaroundus,andblessuswith aSilentNight onceagain.

Happy Christmas to you and your Family!

Tia Joseph
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òGlory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those                                           

with whom God is pleased.ó   - Luke 2:14
Celebrate the Spirit of Christmas with Our Wonderful Catechists & Children!

Greetings, my friends! 

The holiday season is almost here, and at our cathedral, we are

buzzing with excitement for the upcoming Christmas celebrations! This

year, we have a lot to be thankful for, especially the blessings and

guidance weõvereceived in our classes. Each week, our amazing

catechists work hard to share the teachings of Jesusand his incredible

love for all children .

A Symphony of Faith

Imagine our Ministry of Catechists as a beautiful symphony,

where every member plays a unique and important part . Our catechists

are like passionateperformers, shining brightly as they help nurture the

spiritual growth of our community . They gather together in meetings

that feel like magical brainstorming sessions,sharing ideas, inspiring

one another, and creating a supportive atmosphere that helps everyone

grow .

Every catechist is not just a teacher; theyõrementors on a special

journey, guiding our young learners with care and dedication . They

craft lessons that blend tradition with creativity, ensuring that the

teachings resonatewith everyone. With their enthusiasm, the Cathedral

fills with the joyful sounds of engaged learners, all embracing the

wonders of faith .

ROGY JOSEPH
Coordinator, 

Ministry of Catechists
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ÅChristmas Party: Get ready for a jolly good time filled with laughter,

music, and delicious treats. We'll come together to celebrate the joy

of the seasonand the spirit of community .

Å Christmas Greeting Card Making Competition : Unleash your

creativity! Like we did last year join us in crafting beautiful greeting

cards that spread holiday cheer. Show off your artistic talents and

maybe even win a prize!

ÅGames Galore: Join in on fun and exciting games that will bring

everyone together.

ÅChristmas Tree Decoration: Letõsmake our cathedral sparkle! Weõll

decorate our Christmas tree with colorful ornaments, twinkling

lights, and handmade decorations, creating a magical atmosphere for

all.

Together in Celebration

As we prepare for this joyful season,weõrereminded of the unwavering

support from our Cathedral leadership, our Bishop Aldo Berardi, Rector

Fr Saji Thomas along with Fr Desideri, Fr. Marcus and Fr Lijo . Their

encouragement fuels the passion of our catechists, making it possible

for us to share the spirit of Christmas with all of you.

So, get ready to join us in celebrating Christmas filled with joy, love,

and community spirit . Letõsmake this Christmas season one to

remember, aswe continue to grow together in faith and friendship!

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas!

A Creative Christmas Celebration

òThis Christmas, the fun will be even

more special! Hereõsa sneak peek of

what we have planned for our festive

celebrations:
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Christmas harks to us the birth of a redeemer, the Son of God,

Jesus Christ . After the sin of disobedience, God the Father was busy

sending prophets, kings, and spokespersons, foretelling about the

arrival of His Son to save people from the pitfall of debaucheries

committed by the first parents . Challenges to find out good and holy

parents to bring about Jesus took around thousands of years. Godõs

search ended in the best parents, Joseph and Mary . As narrated in

the Holy Scripture, King Davidõsgenealogy goesup to Joseph the best

watchtower, and an adequate foster father to welcome the Son of God.

One of the biggest findings of Christmas is Mother Mary herself ð

sinless and spotless. She proved worthy to conceive Jesus Christ with

the help of the Holy Spirit .

Deceptively, Christmas looks like a story of three individuals ð

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. However, it is more like a story of the

fulfillment of Godõspromise to bring his begotten Son, who is the

merging of a priest, king, and prophet . God made in His son Jesus

making salvation possible. Days related to Christmas speak much

about the caring aspects of many people. At the same time, Christmas

points towards several things such as traveling through dangerous

terrain, escaping from conspiracies, searching for shelter, in the

company of the shepherds and angels, the appearance of new stars,

and the visitation of three wise men.

Days have passed. Seasons went off to memories. Time is

running short of our lifeõslength . We are yet at the threshold of

another Christmas spell . Thank you, little Jesus, for expanding our

life span amidst the wars and natural calamities to witness your

marvelous nativity again .
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Christmas is not just about stars, cribs, and carols. It is beyond

those rudiments . Christmas invites us to open a big scroll of stories

related to the caring aspect of a mother and father, shepherd, cattle,

three wise men, and heavenly angels. A long stand of centuries of

preparation speaks about the prophesies and journeys of fortune -

tellers and spokespersons of God who came one after another

enlightening the minds of people. On Christmas eve, Jesus the

authority and source of all powers was born to the world, he is the

first administrator of all care and concern, affection and love, mentor

and tutor of everyone in the world . He came to this world to remove

blindness from the minds of the people.

Mental blindness is more treacherous than corporeal

sightlessness. In the modern world people mentally go blind . Thus,

mental blindness including covetousness, manslaughter,

discrimination, confrontation, sense of self, mugging, etc are

extensively exercised within the human inhabitants . We are at the

peak of such a season. The Holy Father, Pope Francis specially

commanded us to pray for some countries that suffering from above

mentioned activities . As part of his mission on earth, Jesus the

Caretaker manufactured a beautiful umbrella, the Holy Catholic

Church to accommodate everyone under it . No matter whether one is

a sinner or saint, sick or healthy, good or bad, he or she has a

specified place in his lodging . The Catholic Church never looks at our

merits, but itõsdoors are always opened wide to provide somewhere to

stay for each son and daughter . The references to all points of these

cares end and begin at Christmas .

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2025

Fr. Dr. Stephen Kachappilly Cap

Director, Office of Care, AVONA
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Do you have a favorite story? I am sure that eachof us do have one.

We read the same book over and over again until we know the story by

heart. Sometimes, we get so excited that the story changesas we cannot

wait to reach the exciting parts and in that hurry, we miss the bits that

lead us up to the important one.

The Christmas story is no different . When you read the story in the

Bible you are sometimes surprised by what you find . Sometimes things

get changed all the time when it is acted out in a play. Characters get

added to make more parts. The story told in plays ends with Jesusbeing

visited in the manger. Everything is set for a happy ending. However, as

the story in the Bible continues, we hear about Herod, who was the King

of the land in which Jesuswas born. He heard from the Wise men that a

new King was to be born and he set out to kill him . While he was trying to

find the baby Jesus, Herod ordered the deaths of many babies. So Mary

and Joseph fled with Jesusto Egypt, until it wassafeto return .

It is terrible to seethis part as the part of the story of Jesusôbirth .

His family were forced to live as what we would now call refugees. We

think that the birth of Jesus would be something great, and there would

be great celebration with Mary and Joseph staying in luxury as Jesus

came into this world . It was not. There was no room at the inn so Mary

had to give birth in a stable, a pitiable place for any person to stay in,

surrounded by cattle. The story where we seeGodôsgreat light coming

into our world also has darkness in it . Jesuscoming to earth did not end

the darkness.
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But it did point to a time when the darkness would end, as Jesus

brought light wherever he went.

It feels like there is a lot of darkness in the world right now. Iôm

sure that you are worried about the news we seefrom placeslike the Holy

Land, Yemen,Syria and Lebanon.Iômsure, like me, you pray for peacein

those places, and that God will help those who are suffering and those

who have had to flee to safety, leaving behind their homes and people

they love. Looking around, we seepeople who haveno money, no jobs, no

families, no one to be with during this most special time of the year.

There is so much sadness around us when there should be joy and

celebration atJesusôbirth .

Sometimes, when we think about it, it is hard to know what to do

about it . Fortunately, Jesusôlife brought light by doing good. He helped

those who no one would help, sat with people no one would sit with, and

challenged those that caused suffering and injustice . By doing that, he

brought light into the world back then, and also pointed to a time when

the darknesswould finally end.

Can we do the same?Can we be people who bring the light of Christ

into the world we live in, and point to that time when the darkness will

finally end ïby helping those who need help, sitting with those who no

one will sit with, and speaking out against those things that cause

suffering: like conflict, the climate emergencyand homelessness.

Let us look with hope towards the future, with trust in God. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 2025

Fr. Nicolson Supreme Bien-Aime



I would now like to share a Christmas story with you in the form of

the Alphabet .

A is for an angel, Gabriel, who began the story with a greeting : òHail,

O favored one, the Lord is with you!óLuke 1.28, The Message

B is for Bethlehem, where our story takes place. People traveled

from far and wide to arrive in the city ; it was a very busy place.

C is for a census (thatõsa counting of all the people) the reason so

many people filled the city of Bethlehem .

D is for the donkey that carried a family on their long journey to

Bethlehem to be counted .

E is for exhausted, thatõshow everyone felt when they arrived ð

tired from all the travelling .

F is for family : Mary and Joseph and their new baby Jesus, who was

born that night in Bethlehem .

G is for the Good News about to be shared with all the earth . This is

what was said: Scripture Reading: Luke 2.8-16

H is for herds, all the animals that were present in the stable, and

the flocks of sheep in the field with the shepherds when they

heard the good news.

I is for our imagination, stirred by this story!

J is for joy the excitement and happiness that a new baby, and now,

this special night brings .

K is for kindness, shown by the innkeeper that night, allowing a tired

family to stay in the stable when there was no room in the inn.

A CHRISTMAS STORY
In Alphabetical Order



L is for the love we share with one another all through the year and

especially at Christmas .

M is for the manger, it is usually used to hold food for animals, but

this time it held the baby because he had no crib .

N is for Noel, another word for Christmas . It means new birth,

thatõswhat happened in our story, and it happens every year .

O is for offering, there were many gifts for the baby; we even have

some to share now!

P is for prayer and praise and pondering, all different ways people

reacted the amazing thing that happened. We pray and praise and

ponder together :

Q is for quiet, the deep peace that Christmas brings ðknowing that

God is with us.

R is for revelation, God showing us who God is (in a little baby born

one night)

S is for one special star that shone bright in the night showing wise

ones the way to Jesus.

T is for trust ; the confidence we have in God.

U is for unity, all different people brought together tonight to

celebrate Godõslove!

V is for vulnerable, a little child needs to be cared for, protected ð

thatõsour job .

W is for wonderðour amazement at the beauty of how much God

loves us.

X is for Xmas (abbreviation for Christmas), the x is actually the

symbol for Christ ðX is the Greek letter chi, the initial letter in

the word Christos .

Y is for You! here to celebrate and worship .

Z is for zeal, the passion with which we share the Good News and

Godõslove, tonight .

Finally let me finish by wishing you a very happy Christmas . I pray

Godõsblessing for you and those you love.
Fr. Nicolson Supreme Bien-Aime.



The SacredHeart Church,Manama- Bahrainis a vibrant church

(founded1939) which continuouslygiveshopeto all walksof life asa

Synodalchurch: in communion,participationandmission. The pilgrim

churchõsfaithful sharetheir Christianlove, hope and respectto the

migrant brothers and sistersas we journey from Home awayfrom

Home.

Every year,on December25th, the Legionof Mary organizesa

heartwarmingChristmasDayprogramdedicatedto migrantworkersand

less fortunate individualsfrom all walks of life. This event extends

beyondparishioners,warmlywelcominganyonefrom the poorerstrata

of society.

The program servesas a joyous Christmascelebrationand is

thoughtfullydividedinto two sessions: the morningsessionfrom 9:00

a.m. to 12:00p.m., followedby the afternoonsessionfrom 1:00 p.m. to

4:00 p.m. Throughoutthe day,participantsenjoya festiveatmosphere

filled with love and kindness,thanksto the dedicatedefforts of the

Legionof Marymembers,thePOSAteam(Poorof SaintAnthony),and

theenergeticJesusYouthvolunteers.

The daybeginswith a welcomehymnto the Holy Spirit,settinga

reverenttone for the celebration. All priestsalong with Fr. Francis

Puvarakkal(theparishpriestatpresent),thenblessesall thosegathered.
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Lastyear,the eventwasfurther honoredby the presenceof His

ExcellencyBishopAldo Berardi,who gracedthe occasionandmingled

freelywith theparticipants,addingaspecialtouchto thecelebration.

Whatmakesthisprogramtruly specialis theselflessdedicationof

theLegionof Marymembers. On this day,theyembodya spirit of true

humility,servingnot aspatronsbut asservantsto thosein attendance,

ensuringeveryonefeelswelcomeandcaredfor.

The vibrant participationof JesusYouth further enhancedlast

yearõsevent with their contributionsto entertainmentand ushering

services. Gifts for the event were generouslydonated by parish

communitiesduring the Dawn Masses,with the Filipino community

playinga significantrole as major contributors. Thesegifts werelater

distributedto allparticipants,spreadingjoyandfestivecheer.

This beautifulinitiativecontinuesto highlightthe spirit of giving

andunity,bringingsmilesto thosewho needit most. All arecaredand

madefeelathomebytheHomeawayfrom Homeinitiatives.

Happy Christmas 2025. 

Fr. Francis Puvarakkal OFM. Cap.

Parish Priest  

Sacred Heart Church, 

Manama-Bahrain
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As we step into this New Year, the call for peace in our hearts,

homes and world feels more urgent than ever. Amid the chaos and

divisions that often surround us, we hold the power to be instruments of

change. True peace begins within ɭby nurturing tranquility in our

hearts, we can extend it to those around us. Let us dedicate ourselves to

praying for peaceɭnot just locally, but globallyɭmindful of the

struggles faced by countless individuals acrossthe world .

Kindness and generosity are profound forces for good. A single act

of kindness can uplift someone's spirit, while generosityɭwhether

through our time, resources,or supportɭcreatesa culture of compassion

that mirrors "ÏÙÐÚÛɀÚteachings. By choosing to be kind and generous, we

spark a chain reaction that inspires others to do the same, helping to

build a world grounded in love and understanding .

The Holy Family offers us a timeless example for our own lives.

Like St. Joseph, we are called to embrace responsibility and strength,

providing security and love for those entrusted to us. ,ÈÙàɀÚ

unwavering faith and acceptanceof &ÖËɀÚplan inspire us to trust His

guidance, even in uncertainty. )ÌÚÜÚɀteachings on forgiveness remind us

that love is an actionɭa daily choice to be patient, compassionate, and

merciful .
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Let us nurture our families by fostering environments rooted in

love, understanding, and service. Prioritize open communication,

celebrate each ÖÛÏÌÙɀÚachievements, and stand together through life's

challenges. By doing so, we honor the Holy Family and grow in unity

and grace.

This New Year, let us recommit ourselves to being channels of

peace,kindness and love. Through our actions and words, we can spread

Christ's messageand bring hope to a world in need. May this year be a

journey of personal growth, service to others and deepening faith for us

all. Together, ÓÌÛɀÚbuild a future illuminated by compassion, unity and

the light of Christ .

Wishing you and your loved onesa blessedand peaceful New Year

Kuwait Fathers wishing Happy New Year  2025

From HOLY FAMILY CO CATHEDRAL, KUWAIT.
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Mrs. Aldita DaôCosta

The Pontifical Society of Holy Childhood (PSHC) was officially

established at Sacred Heart Church in Manama on Friday, 21st

June 2024, with a special Holy Mass at 9:45 AM, celebrated by Fr .

Victor Prakash, the Spiritual Director . The Mass marked the

beginning of a new chapter in the parishõscommitment to serving

children in need, both locally and internationally .

The children, dressed in white, red or orange T-shirts and

black trousers, joyfully waved **Pontifical flags, a symbol of their

enthusiasm and unity to be the part of the mission along with Pope.

Mrs . Saivitha Corda introduced the Pontifical Society of Holy

Childhood to the parishioners, explaining its mission to promote

prayer, sacrifice, and charitable actions to assist children who suffer

from deprivation .

After the homily, all the children present took a heartfelt

pledge to make a difference in the lives of children deprived of

happiness and basic necessities. They committed to praying daily,

starting with the recitation of one Hail Mary each day. Additionally,

the children promised to make personal sacrifices, including

collecting a coin over the course of a monthñor longer, according to

their individual will and ability ñwith the intention of using the

funds to help children in need. These simple yet profound acts of

sacrifices are a part of their commitment to living out the Gospel and

the values of the Pontifical Society of Childhood .

Leading The Way By Example  

First Pontifical Society                                                

of Holy Childhood in AVONA , 

Manama, 
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Following the Holy Mass prayer service was held with the

theme, òLetthe Children Come to MeóMt .19:14. The children

participated in the service with great devotion, praying for the

welfare of children worldwide, especially those suffering from

poverty and hardship . The children were also introduced to the

founder of the Pontifical Society of Childhood, His Excellency

Bishop Charles de Forbin (France), through a PowerPoint

presentation that outlined the societyõsglobal mission and its

motto . The event concluded with a renewed sense of purpose,

inspiring all those present to work together and pray for the

wellbeing of all children while supporting the cause of the Pontifical

Society of Childhood .

These children are the part of the Pontifical Society of the

Holy Childhood . They are supported and guided by their Parish

Priest Fr . Francis, Spiritual Assistance Fr . Victor Prakash, Mrs .

Aldita the co-ordinator , Sr. Roslyn from the consecrated life and few

lay people are part of the animation of the Holy Childhood .



Miss. Leoj Neelia

Grade 4

A mission is a special job or task given to person or group to
achieve a particular goal. Mission can be about many things, like
helping people, spreading knowledge or protecting the environment .

A missionary is someone who goes on a mission to share oneõs
beliefs, help others and make the world a better place. They might
work in different countries, helping with education, healthcare and
community development.

As student, we can contribute to missions by learning about
different cultures, being kind and helpful to others and
participating in local community service projects . We can also
support missions by donating supplies or raising awareness about
important causes. Every small effort counts in making a positive
impact in the society .

Come and be the part of the Pontifical Society of the Holy
ChildhoodéLet us be the young missionaries of Jesus.

Holy Childhood memberwrites about a Missionary

︢צּ :

רּ !
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Wishing everyone all the blessings of Baby Jesus at this Christmas

time and a New Year filled with hope and grace.

Jesus is indeed a remarkable and a powerful model for children. His

teachings emphasize values such as love, kindness, compassion,

humility, and forgiveness, which are universal virtues that can guide

children to grow into kind-hearted and empathetic individuals. These

principles can help children develop a strong moral compass and a

compassionate outlook on life.

Forgiveness is a beautiful virtue that we need to inculcate in

children. For St. Paul in his letter to the Ephesians 4:32: states "Be

kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as

in Christ God forgave you." Only a kind and compassionate person

can forgive another person.

Humility, the mother of all virtues, is one, that children need to be

taught. In the current days, where self-affirmation takes limelight and

ómightis rightôis the attitude that is proclaimed loud, humility has very

little place for humanity. However, if we want to help children to be a

little more like Jesus, we need to teach them this virtue. St. Paul in

his letter to the Philippians 2:3 says "Do nothing out of selfish

ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above

yourselves."

Sr. Roselyn Thomas A.C.
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Gratitude is a virtue that is swept away gradually from the lives of

children and adults. "Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is

Godôswill for you in Christ Jesus" (1 Thessalonians 5:18). As the

culture of óuseand throwôhas already crept into the lives of all, we

need to make efforts to teach our children this great virtue.

In the Gospel of Matthew (7:12) Jesus gives a Golden Rule: "So in

everything, do to others what you would have them do to you".

Everyone wants to be loved and cared for. Everyone needs to be

understood and supported. Children are the best ones to be taught

this attitude of love and care. If our children make this golden rule as

rule of their lives, they are truly becoming more like Jesus.

May the words of this hymn ñPutA Little More of Jesus In Your Lifeò

inspire all, especially our young generation to be more like Jesus.

Put A Little More of Jesus In Your Life

The World Will Be A Happy Place

No More Fighting, No More Strife

Everyone Would Have A Smiling Face.

Infant Jesus the Patron of Pontifical Holy Childhood Society

Pray for us



Themonthof Octoberin theCatholicChurchis a monthof Rosaryand

Missions. Thechurchremindsits faithful abouttheir missionaryvocation. The

new office Missio-Avona in the NorthernApostolic Vicariate introducedthe

PontificalMissionSocieties.

This year the world Mission Sunday 2024 was celebratedon 20th

Octoberwith the theme: ñGoandinvite everyoneto thebanquetò(Mt. 22.9).

We in ourNorthernVicariatecelebratedfrom 18th-20th October2024.

Thecelebrationof the missionandRosarymonthwasbegunwith a lot

of preparation. Everydayduringthemonthof Octoberthefaithful wereasked

to pray for the missionsandmissionariesduring their Rosary. The following

way theawarenessof Missionmonthwascreated:

1. ThevideomessageonYou Tubefrom H.E. BishopAldo Berardi.

2. On the First of OctoberSt. Theresaof Child Jesus,the Patronessof

Missionswascelebrated.

3. Through the Pontifical society for the Proclamation of Faith, the

foundressof the Society PaulineMarie Jaricot and her spirituality of

decimal group system: Prayer and contribution of a penny towards

missionswasmadeknownto thefaithful.

4. A specialvideo was madeon the historical facts: First world Mission

Sunday,First World Mission CollectionandFirst Papalmessagefor the

missionSunday.

REPORT

Fr. Marcus Fernandes OFM. Cap.

Delegate of Missio-Avona to PMS

32



5. Theletterof informationabouttheMissionSunday2024wassentto the

priestsof Avona.

6. Special Liturgy for the Mission- Sundaywith the reflection on the

messageof Popeandthelink of themessagewasprovided.

7. MissionSundayPosters

8. MissionSundaycollection.

Our ApostolicVicar H.E. BishopAldo Berardigaveall his supportto awaken

themissionaryspirit in ourVicariateandAd Gentes.
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Through the office of Missio-Avona we are

creating an awarenessof Pontifical Mission Societies.

RecentlyI was in the Churchof Kuwait from 8th to 15th of

November2024. The Church in Kuwait is the part of the

Apostolic Vicariate of Northern Arabia. There are four

churchesunderour Apostolic Vicariate (Kuwait). They are

Our Lady of Arabia Church,Ahmadi, our Lady of Rosary

Co-cathedralin the city, St. Thereseof the Child Jesusin

Salmiyaand St. Daniel Camboniin Abassiya. The faithful

are especiallyexpatriate(migrants) from different parts of

theworld andwe havedifferent rites: RomanCatholicLatin

rite- Syro-Malabar rite, Syro-Malankararite, Melkite rite,

CopticCatholic,Maroniterite etc.

During my missiontrip thepeoplearemadeaware

of thenewoffice of Missio-Avona. Itôshistoricalbackground

andbasicunderstandingof eachPontificalMissionSocieties

was explainedto the faithful during the English massesin

the Co-Cathedral, Abashiya and Salmiya churches. But

speciallyfor thecatechismchildrenthePontificalSocietyof

Holy Childhoodwasunfolded.
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The three mottos of the Holy childhood society were

presentedin a very simplemanner: 1) Childrenpraying for

children(oneHail Mary), 2) ChildrenHelping Childrenand

3) ChildrensharingGospelwith Children. We would like to

implant this spirituality in the young ones so that they

becomethemissionariesof theGospel,thefriendsof Jesus.

1. .

Fr. Marcus preaches, Fr. Joe SDB, the celebrant of the Holy Eucharist and Children

St. Therese Parish, Salmiya-Kuwait



Fr. Marcus Fernandes OFM.Cap, demonstrating the group of 12 spirituality of the 

Pontifical society of Holy Childhood to the children at Abassiya- in Kuwait

Catechistand Fr. Marcus FernandesOFM. Cap. Sharing the plan of Pontifical

Societyof Holy Childhoodin Avona(Abassiya-Kuwait).



Our Lady of Rosary Catholic Church in Qatar (2011) is a very

vibrant church. It is really an Oasis in the desert where people long to

quench their spiritual thirst. Itôsfaithful are from different rites and

nationalities who come to worship and build a fraternal communion.

The priests cater to the faithful with the sacraments, the catechists form

the children in faith and the liturgical celebrations are well-organized.

Itôsa beautiful experience to hear that the people are finding their

encouragement, spiritual nourishment and a space to connect with

God, self and others.

Presentation of Missio-Avona

From 29th of November to 1st of December 2024, I had three

daysôMissio- Avona campaign in Qatar. The would be Parish Priest Fr.

Paul Raj OFM. Cap provided me ample space and opportunities to

create an awareness of Missio -Avona in our Apostolic Vicariate.

Historical Presentation

During the first advent Sunday (2024) the sermon was divided

into two parts. Firstly, the Word of God was explained in line with Hope

from the book of Cardinal Francis Xavier Nguyan Van Thuan: The

Road of Hope: A Gospel from Prison and secondly the historical

development of traditional mission from the end of the 15th century-the

age of colonization (Portugal- Padroado Real and Spain- Padronato

Real) and evangelization by Jesuits, Dominicans and Franciscans and

specially the dawn of the congregation of the Propaganda fide

(proclamation of Faith) by His Holiness Pope Gregory XV in the year

1622 was briefly presented in creating Pontifical Mission Societies.

Propaganda Fide, MEP and France leaders

The secular missionaries of the Society of Foreign Missions

of Paris (MEP) played an important role to carry out the teachings of

the propaganda fide: promoting the local vocations, liturgy in local

languages, re-inviting the Christians to Catholic faith etc.
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They (MEP) served in Asia. While they were facing difficulties in

mission, the people of France whole heartedly played an essential role

in 19th century (1822) to support the missionaries through prayers

(Rosary) and funds. In 1822 the decimal group system under the

Society of Proclamation of Faith (Propaganda fide) was founded by

Pauline Marie Jaricot, in Lyons-France (to support the missionaries), in

1843 Holy Childhood Association in Nancy-France was founded by

bishop Charles Forbin (to support Children) and in 1889 The Society of

Saint Peter the Apostles, at Normandy ïFrance was founded by

Jeanne Bigard (to support local Vocations).

Response of the people

After the presentation the peopleôsopinion is that they are

enriched by the new information and they are now aware of their role in

the missionary activities of the church. A sincere appeal was made to

pray, to contribute and witness Jesus through their life. An open

invitation was extended to allow the children to be the part of the

Pontifical Holy Childhood Society to grow in grace and walk in faith.

Catechism children and teachers: listening to the 

Pontifical Holy Childhood Society presentation in Qatar
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The Eucharistic celebration in the Our Lady of the Rosary Church, Qatar 

(30th Nov 2024) 

Fr. Marcus Fernandes OFM.Cappresents the Pontifical Mission Societies 

to the general congregation in Qatar. 
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